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Ideas, social, political and economic, aroused keener inter-
est and debate than in the twenties. John Chamberlain's
Farewell to Reform (1932) uttered a premature funeral ora-
tion over the old progressivism, Lewis Corey preached doc-
trinaire communism in The Decline of American Capitalism
(1934), and Max Lerner demanded a faster pace toward the
goal of democratic collectivism in It Is Later Than You.
Think (1938). Edmund Wilson's To the Finland Station
(1940) surveyed with equanimity the grand forces foment-
ing revolution in the modern world, while Walter Lippmann
in The Good Society (1937) urged the safer path of con-
trolled capitalism to attain more efficient production, rising
standards of living, freedom and voluntary order. A Yale
law professor and New Dealer, Thurman W* Arnold, in The
Symbols of Government (1935) and The Folklore of Cap-
italism (1937), argued (sometimes with tongue in cheek)
that "justice" and 'Injustice" were purely relative terms like
"up" and "down," that successful government had to sell
itself over and over to the public as if it were a dentifrice, and
that "from a humanitarian point of view the best govern-
ment is that which we find in an insane asylum" whose aim
is "to make the inmates as comfortable as possible."

In the field of scholarship the Journal of Social Philosophy
was launched in 1935, the Journal of the History of Ideas
in 1940, while between 1930 and 1935 were published the
fifteen volumes of the Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences,
edited by Edwin R. A. Seligman and Alvin Johnson. In

1938   appeared  the first of a four-volume Dictionary of
American English, a University of Chicago project, and in

1939  the Linguistic Atlas of New England, edited by Hans
Kurath, broke ground for a projected monumental Linguistic
Atlas of the United States and Canada.

laboration with the Nazis a later reader might ponder his proposals for a
high council of the intellectual elite to rule the world for its own good, setting
right the heresies of democracy and denying to stupid people all legal rights
whatever.